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POLITICAL. 


ELECTION. 
The first Monday in April being at 


hand, seems to demand some degree 
of attention to the appropriate business 
of that day. We do not consider our 
work adapted to the purpose of elec- 





tioneering, nor shall we attempt to ex- 


cite the spirit of party on this occasion: 
but we may venture to make a few ob- 
servations upon those principles which 
ought to influence our elections. 

When all the local and private af- 
fairs of the state were merged in the 
great question of peace or war, or the 
foreign policy of the nation, it mattered 
little, how particular counties or towns 
were represented, provided the whole 
senate or whole house were a fair rep- 
resentation of the whole state. 

If a favorite measure could be car- 
ried, or an obnoxious one prevented, 
the purpose was answered whether the 
event was brought about by passing 
a bare majority in each county, or 
whether whole counties were ranged 
together, and a balance obtained on 
But when the business of 
a legislature is to consult on the com- 
mon good and general welfare, it seems 
highly rational that not only every 
local section of the state, but every 
division and subdivision of .the people, 
should be fairly represented. 


‘ 


On these principles we do think that 
the time has .arrived, when the six 
senator's of Essex, should not be taken 
from one party, and the other, although 
almost precisely equal in numbers, and 
paying probably an equal proportion 
of the public taxes, be left entirely un- 
represented. 

We are sensible that it may be an- 
swered with truth, that the county was 
represented for many years wholly by 
federalists, but it is equally true that 
Berkshire, Middlesex and other coun- 
ties, were then wholly represented by 
democrats. 

It will be perceived that these ob- 
servations have a bearing untriendly 
to the nomination made for the present 
election by the first convention at Ips- 
wich. If that convention had left our 
part of the former list, and put new 
men in their places, from regard to 
their once favorite principle of rotation 
in office, or 13° give an opportunity lo 
act with candor and justice, by adding 
gentlemen from the other party, thei 
motives would have been highly com- 
mendable. But if it has been done as 
has been boldly asserted and generalh 
understood, to punish those who dare d 
to vote independent of the dictation of 
a few leaders at a late election, it be- 
comes all good citizens, to protect 
against such a dangerous assumption 
of ‘power, over the right o private 


if 
\ 





justice. 


judgment. If those whe happen to be 
in a minority or who exercise their own 
judgment, are to be proscribed, the 
science of politics will soon consist, tn 
watching the political barometer, to as- 
certain the rise and fall of parties, for 
the purpose of keeping in the majority, 
instead of searching out what is for the 
public interest, or who is the most 
honest and capable. 

We have less objection to the list 
named by the second convention, 
though it does not in all respects ac- 
cord with our ideas of equal and exact 
That two should be taken 
from the town of Salem, while more 
than twenty towns in the district are 
left without any, many of which have 
not had a representative in the senate 
for a large number of years, if ever,— 
appears to be a subject of just com- 
plaint. 

The naming of four from one par- 
ty, and but two from the other, is 
also objectionable, especially as the 
principal support of this ticket is ex- 
pected of that party whose interests 
appear to have been placed in the back 
ground. 

Although our preference is for the 
latter ticket, we think it does not re- 
quire uncommon sagacity to foresee 
that a ticket that opposes the views of 
the great body of the democratic party, 
and meets out such scanty justice to 
the federalists, must stand rather a 
preearious chance for suceess. 

To those federalists who cannot sup- 
port the ticket as it now stands, we 
would recommend to substitute such 
name as they may prefer, or as may 
be agreed upon, instead of Silsbee or 
Prince, whose names are on both tick- 
ets, and to give the Union Ticket either 
with or without such modification, a 
cordial and zealous support. 

eet eT 
STATE OF PARTIES. 

“Of the two great political parties which 

have divided the opinions and feelings of our 


country, the candid and the just will now ad- 
mil, ihat both have contributed splendid tal- 
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ents, spotless integrity, ardent patriotism, an 
disinterested sacrifices, to the formation an¢ 
administration of the government: and _ that 
both have required a liberal indulgence for ; 
portion of human infirmity and error.” 

‘* There still remains one effort of magna 
nimity, one sacrifice of prejudice and pas 
sion, to be made by the individuals through 
out the nation, who have heretofore followed 
the standards of political party. It is that 
of discarding every remnant of rancou 
against each other; of embracing as country 
men and friends, and of yielding to talents and 
virtue alone, that confidence which, in time 
of contention for principle, was bestowed onl 
upon those who bore the badge of party com 


munion.””—President J. Q. Adams Inaugura 
Speech. 


The progress of public opinion to 
wards liberality of sentiment, and 
general abolition of party distinction 
is so decided and rapid, that there js 
very little occasion to write with a view 
of promoting those desirableends. Fo 
once, at least, we sail with the current 
and are fully persuaded that the ut 
most exertions of those who are inter 
ested in keeping up the separation, 
will be totally unavailable. No differ 
ence of opinion as to principles o 
measures to be now pursued exists 
and the object of pretensions to exclu 
sive patriotism is too well understoo 
to answer the purpose of those wh 
make such pretensions. 

That state of public opinion whicli 
bas been developed by important 
events, both in our national and _ state 
governments, since the commence- 
ment of these numbers, goes far to 
show that their object is already in 3 
great degree accomplished. It was 
indeed evident at that time, that it was 
impossible to erect a party, who ha 
been built up by their agreement, on a 
few measures of foreign and domes 
lic policy, into a hereditary nobility, 
from whose ranks alone all officers 
must be selected; and it was a princi- 
pal object to show that the amalgama- 
tion of party which must inevitably 
take place, was not the effect of time, 
or candor, or forgetfulness in those 
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who had last held the reigns of power, 
but that the “‘candid and the just must 
admit” such an equality of merit and 
demerit in the respective parties, as 
would render it perfectly anti republi- 
can and unjust, even to wish to ex- 
clude either of them from a partici- 
pation in all constitutional privileges. 

We will however briefly examine 
the third question suggesied ; we will 
allow that the opposition to the 
embargo, &c. was strong and deep, 
and if we allow it to have been much 
too strong, we shall be in but little dan- 
ger of allowing more than can be 
proved against our opponents. 

Mr. Randolph whose high standing 
in the republican ranks is well known 
to all, declared in the Congress of the 


— United States, in 1819, 


** That there was no longer any occasion fer 
concealing the fact, that the grand armory at 
Richmond was built to enable the state of 
Virginia to regist by force the encroachments 
of the then administration upon (what he 
calls) her indisputable rights.” 


A paper published at Richmond, 
declared that 

““If the treaty signed by that arch trai- 
tor John Jay, was ratified by the government, 
Virginia would recede from the Union, and 
place herself under the protection of 100,000 
free and independent Virginians.” 

And a Convention at Pittsburgh, 
Penn. of which Mr. Gallatin was 
clerk, assembled to take into consider- 
ation the law for collecting a duty on 
domestic distilled spirits. 

Resolved, Whereas some men are to be 
found among us, so lost to every sense of vir- 
tue, and feeling for the distresses* of this 
country as to accept offices for the collection 
of the duty. 

Resolved therefore, That in future we will 
consider such persons as unworthy of ‘our 
friendship, have no intercourse or dealings with 
them, withdraw from them every assistance 
and withhold all the comforts of life which de- 
pend upon those duties which as men and citi- 
zens we owe to each other, and upon all oc- 


*Disiress for want of whiskey, or because 
the price would be ratsed a few cents a gallon. 
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casions treat them with that contempt they 


deserve—and that it be and it is humbly and 
most earnestly recommended to the people 


at large, to follow the same kind of conduct 
towards them. 


It should be remembered that this law 
so violently opposed by Mr. Gallatin, 
and the democratic party, had the 
sanction of Washington, and that the 
Opposition was persisted in till an army 
of 15,000 men were raised under his 
administration for its suppression. 

It is also readily conceded that the 
war declared in 1812 against England, 
for the avowed purpose of protecting 
our seamen from impressment and our 
ships from unlawful seizure and con- 
demnation, was violently opposed by 
the federalists. And it must beconced- 
ed on the other hand, (and is true 
whether conceded or not) that the war 
carried on in 1798, against France, 
for the purpose of defending the coun- 
try against the violation of our neutra- 
lity and direct demands of tribute, that 
were made to our envoys then in 
France, was violently opposed by the 
democrats. 3 

It is well known that our democratic 
friends make very light of our ‘skir- 
mish” with the French in 1798, as 
though no danger menaced and no dif- 
ficulties existed at that time more than 
the capture of a few vessels, and that 
opposition then to government was 
quite praise worthy, while in 1812, the 
country was really in danger of sub- 
jugation, and it was their patriotism 
that saved ut. As it isnot necessary 
for my purpose, I shall not attempt to 
prove that exactly the reverse of this 
was the fact, but shall a{tempt to show 
that there was at least as much danger 
threatened at the former, as at the lat- 
ter period. 


While France was subduing nearly 
allthe nations of Europe, while she 
.subverted not only the monarchical 
and aristocratical governments, around 
her, but swept like a destroying deluge 
every vestige of liberty and repub- 
licanism, from Switzerland, Genoa, 
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and Holland. While her Minister 
demanded money of our envoys as the 
price of her friendship, while her Min- 
isters here were assuming power en- 
tirely incompatible with the rights of 
an independent nation, and moré than 
all this, while these things were en- 
couraged and justified by a formidable 
party of our own citizens, we must be 
excused for believing there was as 
much danger to our liberties as there 
ever was from the English since the 
treaty of 1783. 

We will not leave our readers to 
rely on the correctness of our state- 
ment on a subject on which there has 
been so much misrepresentation. But 
we do think that those of them 
who are not already fully acquainted 
with the subject will rely with confi- 
dence on the authority of Chief Jus- 
tice Marshal, and Gen. Washington. 

In 1796, Mr. Monroe was recalled, 
by President Washington, from his sta- 
tion as resident minister in France, 
and Gen. C. C. Pinckney appointed to 
succeed him. Judge Marshal in his 
life of Washington, says, 

**On giving to the recalled minister his au- 
dience of leave, the President of the Directo- 
ry addressed to him a speech, in which terms 
of outrage to the government, were mingled 
with expressions of affection for the people of 
the United States, and the expectation of rul- 
ing the former, by their influence over the lat- 
ter, was too clearly manifested not to be un- 
derstood.—To complete the sy stem of hos- 


tility, @merican vessels were captured wher- 
crer found.” 


As to their reception of Gen. Pinck- 
ney, Marshal says, 

‘** Having inspected his letter of credence, 
the Directory announced to him their haughty 
determination not to receive another minister 
plenipotentiary from the United States, until 
after the 


redress of grievances demanded of 


the Amencan government, which the French 
This 
succeeded first by indecorous 
verbal communications, calctJated to force 
the American minister out of France, and alf- 
terwards by a written mandate to quit the ter- 


ritortes of the Republic.” 


Republic had a right to expect from it. 
Inessage Was 
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In 1797, the threatening aspect oj 
affairs induced President Adams to in- 
stitute another solemn embassy to the 
Court of France, Charles Cotesworth 
Pinckney, John Marshal, and Elbridge 
Gerry,.were appointed to that service, 

On the conduct of France towards 
the mission, Marshal observes, 

** History will scarcely furmsh the exam- 
ple of a nation not absolutely degraded, which 
has experienced from a foreign power, such 
open contumely and undisguised insult, as 
were on this oecasion suffered by the United 
States in the persons of their ministers. 

It was insinuated, though not directly ex- 
pressed, that their being taken from the party 
which had supported the measures of their 
own government,* furnished just cause of um- 
brage, and under slight pretexts the Execu- 
tive Directory delayed to accredit them as the 
representatives of an independent nation.— 
In this situation they were assailed by persons 
not indeed invested with formal authority, but 
exhibiting sufficient evidence of the source 
from which their powers were derived, who in 
direct and explicit terms, demanded money 
from the Uniied States, as the condition which 
must precede not only the reconciliation of 
America with France, but any negociation on 
the differences between tie two countries.” 

To the preliminary required by their official! 
agents, a decided negative was given, but 
they returned to the charge with wonder- 
ful perseverance, and unwearied arts, to work 
upon the fears of the American ministers for 
their country and for themselves. The im- 
mense powers of France was painted in _ glori- 
ous colors—-the humiliation of the house of 
Austria was stated, and the conquest of Brit- 
ain was confidently anticipated. In the friend- 
ship of France alone could America look for 
safety, and the fate of Venice was held up to 
warn her of the danger that awaited those 
who incurred the displeasure of the great Re- 
public. The ministers were assured that if 
they believed their conduct would be approved 
in the United States, they were mistaken.— 
The means which the Directory possessed in 
that country, to excite odium against them, 
were great, and would unquestionably be em- 
ployed. 





*Messrs. Pinckney and Marsehai being fed- 
eralisis. 
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The object of the Directory was to 
fend Messrs. Marshal and Pinckney, 
) that they would withdraw, that they 
ight negociate with Mr. Gerry alone. 
n this they succeeded so far as to 
ause those gentlemen to demand their 
assports and leave France, while Mr. 
jerry remained and continued the de- 
rading correspondence: although it 
just in justice be allowed that he 
ever assented to their outrageous de- 


ands. 


Perhaps with many people General 
Vashington’s opinion may be necessa- 
y to confirm the correctness of these 
iews of the state of our country at 
yat period. In a letter to General 
amilton, he says— 

‘You may be assured that my mind is 
eeply impressed with the present situation of 
ublic affairs, and not a little agitated by the 
ufrageous conduct of France towards the 
nited States, and at the inimitable conduct 
those partizans who aid and abet her mea- 
And | believe further, that although 
e leaders of their party in this country, will 
ot change their sentiments they will be 
bliged to change their plan or the mode of 
arrying it on.” 


res. 


In a letter to President Adams on 
is occasion, Washington says— 


*“Atthe epoch of my retirement, an inva- 
on of these states by any European power, 
reven the probability of such an event in 
y days, was so far from being contemplated 
y me, that I had no conception that either — 
lat, or any other occurrence would arise in 
short a period, which would turn my eyes 
om the shades of Mount Vernon. 
ems to be the 


rved 


“That they have been led to believe by 
eit agents and partisans among us that we 
re a divided people, that the latter are oppos- 
¢ to their own government, 


and it is re- 
for intoxicated and lawless France, 
for purposes of Providence far beyond the 
ach of human ken) to slaughter her own 


itizens, and to disturb the repose of all the 
orld besides.” 


age of wonders : 


and that the 
iow of a small force would occasion a revolt 
have no donbt, and how far these men 


rrown desperate,) will further attempt to de- 
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ceive and may succeed in keeping up the de- 
ception is problematical.” 

Though no declaration of war was 
issued against France, yet a state of 
warfare actually existed. Letters of 
marque and reprisal were issued, pub- 
lic vessels put in commission, and two 
or more naval actions fought, between 
the public ships of the two nations, and 
the French frigate, L. Insurgent of 44 
guns was captured by the American 
frigate Constitution, of 38 guns, then 
under the command of the gallant 
Truxton. An army was raised, mili- 
tia draughted, and preparations made 
for defence against the threatening dan- 
ger: And General Washington was 
appointed Commander in Chief of all 
the forces raised or to be raised for the 
defence of the country. His opinion 
of the necessity and propriety of 
these measures, and also his opinion of 
those who opposed them and vindi- 
cated the measure of the French gov- 
ernment may be formed by his accept- 
ance of the command, and by his let- 
ter to the President on that occasion, 
in which he says— 

** Satisfied therefore, that you have sincere- 
ly wished and endeavored to avert war, and 
exhausted to the last drep the cup of reconcili- 
ation, we can with pure hearls appeal to heaven 
for the justice of our cause.” 


This was the state of our country 
when those. armies were raised, and 
those taxes levied, which have been the 
subject of never ceasing crimination 
against the federal party, and this was 
the conduct of the government of 
France when the democratic party 
vindicated their measures, caressed 
their ambassadors, and vilified our 
own government. We have not room 
at present to enter into the proof of 
the extent and violence of the oppo- 
sition to the government at that time. 
To most of our readers it must be 
well known; it is clearly alluded to and 
condemned, in the above extracts from 
the letters of Washington, and it will 
be time to bring forward the proof 
when any one shall have the temerity 
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to deny the fact. We may safely con- 
cede all that can be charged upon the 
opposers of the last war, without the 
danger of allowing any thing that was 
more inconsistent with the duty of good 
citizens, than was the conduct of the 
opposers of the administration of 
Washington and Adams. 

The only inference we wish to draw 
from all the foregoing is, that the de- 
mocratic party has no exclusive claim 
to wisdom, patriotism, or republican- 
ism ; that they may well be contented 
with an equality ; and that both par- 
ties “require a liberal allowance for a 
portion of human infirmity and error.’ 

It may perhaps be observed by some 
that pretensions to impartiality and can- 
dor in the writer, are but a pretence ; 
as most of these pages have been de- 
voted to the faults of the democratic 
party, while little is said of the errors 
of federalists : but it must in justice 
be observed that our plan has_ been to 
allow all the charges which can _ possi- 
bly be brought against the federal par- 
ty with the least degree of truth, and 
then prove that the other party were 
equally chargeable with error: and so 
far as any gentleman of the other par- 
ty are willing to concede that the par- 
ites have been equally blameable, we 
have no controvercy, and no wish to 
wound their feelings; our only wish is 
to bar the claims ef those who pretend 
io exclusive patriotism. 

We shall now drop the subject for 
the present, and have no intention to 
resume it, unless in self defence, 
against such accusations as may come 
from some quarter calculated to give 
them weight with the public. 

We very well know that much more 
has been conceded than most federal- 
ists will allow, but as it was not our ob- 
ject to vindicate one party entirely, 
and criminate the other, we have 
chosen this mode of argument. We 
did not conceive it necessary to clear 
the federalists froma single charge, 
that has the shadow of proof, to place 
them on a level with their opponents, 














but we believe it to be perfectly easyer 
whenever there shall be occasion t 
show that their conduct is as suscepti 
ble of vindication as the conduct of 
the other party, and we think we maj 
justly hope that the “ sacrifice of pre} 
udice and passion” will be made, a 
recommended by the President, ani 
that “talents and virtue alone wi 
hereafter command that “confidence, 
which has heretofore been bestowed 
upon those who love the badge o 
party communion.” 
sail 

NATIONAL RECORD. 
John Q. Adams, of Mass. President of the U. 
John C. Calhoun, of S. C. Vice President. 
Herry Clay, of Ken. Secretary of State. 
Richard Rush, of Penn. Secretary of Treasurifgela: 
James Barbour of Virg. Secretary of War. 
Samuel L. Southard, of N.J. Secretary of Nav 
William Wirt, of Md. Altorney General. 
Alexander Everett, of Mass.Min. Plen. Spain 
Joe] R. Poinsett, of S. C. do.. to Mezxic: 
Wm. S. Somerville, of Md. Ch. de affa. Sweden 
Christopher Hughes, of Md. do. to Netherland 
Thomas S. L, Brent, of Virg. do. to Lisbon. 
John M. Forbes, of Mass. do. to Buenos Ayre 
Condy Raguet, of Penn. do. to Brasil. 
William Miller, of N.C. do. to Guatemala 


Governor of Territories. 


William P. Duval, Florida. 
George Izard, Arkansas. 


he 
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Consuls. 


Jeremy Robinson, Rio Janeiro. 


Leonard Corning, Maranheim. 
Joshua Pilcher, New Mexico. 
Augustus Storrs, Santa Fee. 
James W. McGoffin, Saliallo. 


ve 
INAUGURAL SPEE@H. 

Mr. Adams’ Inaugural Speech wé 
think calculated to give satisfaction t 
all real republicans. ‘The picture c 
the progress and present state of ou 
country is happily drawn; and th 
“‘ review of parties in its general tenor 
is candid and liberal.” | We think thi 
speech, and a corresponding course « 
action, cannot fail to have an immens® 
effect in obliterating the lines of part) 
distinction which have so long dis 
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ryraced the country, and blinded men 
o the virtues of their opponents, and 
he errors of those with whom they 
ere connected by the bonds of party. 
f the spirit of Mr. Adams’ administra- 
ion corresponds with this outline, and 
s conducted with that wisdom and 
olitical sagacity of which he now has 

e credit, it cannot fail to be prosper- 
us, and as lasting as our constitution, 
ynd the customs of the country admit. 


i> 


REVIEW. 


“The Town Officer’s Guide, containing a 
empilation of the General Laws of Massa- 
husetts relating to the whole power and duty 
of Towns Districts and Parishes, with their 
several Officers, with a Digest of the Decis- 
ons in the Supreme Judicial Court of Mass. 
elating to the several subjects, &c. &e. by 





Youn BAcon, Esq.” 


Situated as we are, at a distance 
rom the “literary emporium,” and 
na great degree unacquainted with 
he current hterature of the day, we 
ake no pretensions to authority as 
eviewers ; still we are at liberty to 
otice those works which chance 
hrows in our way, and can hardly 
avoid noticing those which come in 
mmediate contact, being issued from 


the same press. Perhaps some persons 


nacquainted with circumstance may 
hink less of any observation we may 
be disposed to make on aceonnt of 
heir issuing from this office, supposing 
hem to come from the same source as 
he work itself. The public are there- 
ore informed that the writer of this 
article has no concern in the book, and, 
hat if he had been concerned, a few 
bf the first pages would have assumed 
somewhat of a different,though perhaps 
ot a better form. As to the title 
tself we have no objection, although 
ather copious in detail. Its promises 


seem to be very well redeemed in the 
subsequent pages, but as to the motto 
laced on the first page, even the name 
bf Washington, can hardly impart to it 
sufficient pith to entitle it to stand inthe 
ore front of a respectable volume. 


“Keep them strictly to forms,” &c. 
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We know not where Washington had 
occasion to make such a sage observa- 
tion, and it might for ought we know 
have been very appropriate where he 
placed it, but here, it appears about 
equivalent to this—keep them strictly 
to forms and they will be formal, or 
keep them strictly regular, and there 
will be great regularity. 

The dedication * ‘To John Quincy 
Adams, President of the United States; 
May it please your Excellency, &c.” 
reminds us strongly of our old Bibles, 
dedicated ‘'To the high and mighty 
Prince James, by the Grace of God, 
King of Great Britain, France and 
Ireland, defender of the faith,’ &e.— 
To say nothing of the impropriety and 
nonsense of dedications, in aland of 
equality the tumid and inflated style of 
this lays it open to severe remarks— 
we believe the author much better 
qualified to abridge and compile laws 
and decisions than he is to write pre- 
faces and dedications. 

We are very doubtful whether Mr. 
Adams will be much pleased with be- 
ing publicly told that he has “ ever fol- 
lowed the example of his venerable 
father.” We suppose the orthodox 
creed on this point is that the ‘‘ venera- 
ble father” has followed the example 
of the son. 

Again, “ since it is our lot to live in 
an age wherein the laws and constitu- 
tions are liable to be slighted” &c. pray 
tell us when they were not just as lia- 
ble to be slighted as at present ? 

Once more, “'To you Sir, we owe 
the reputation in which New England 
now so honorably stands in the estima- 
tion of the whole country,” Here 
‘the whole crew are overboard.”— 
Our Hancocks, our Warrens, our Dex- 
ters and Storys, and Masons, and 
Websters, and even the venerable 
‘ Father’ are all annihilated, and not 
a farthing’s worth of credit is left for 
any one but John Q. Adams. Much 
as Mr. Adams is extolled in this mag- 
nificent dedication above the common 
lot of mortals, we have some doubts 
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whether he will feel much gratified by 
the dedication of a work confined 
principally to the laws and institutions 
ef asingle state. Had it been some 
ponderous volume upon the laws of na- 
tions, or forms of government, he 
might have considered it appropriate ; 
but fortune in some of her freaks, has 
given him such an elevation that we 
presume he has not been a selectman 
or town clerk, for many years, and has 
had very little to do with constables, 
field drivers or pound keepers. But 
the foregoing we are very well aware 
is foreign to the merits of the work— 
but having got through the first six 
pages we shall very soon despatch the 
other 390, and that because he has 
left us so little to eomplain of. ‘The 
list of corrections facing the first page 
of the body of the work, appears rath- 
formidable, and tends to abate the 
reader’s confidence in its general accu- 
racy. But we impute it rather to the 
uature of the work than to any fault in 
the compiler or printer. Such is the 
difficulty in distinguishing between 
laws still in force and those repealed, 
and such are the constant alterations 
in statutes and decisions, that perfect 
accuray 1s unattainable, and every ap- 
proximation towards it, praise worthy. 
‘I'he general arrangement of the work 
appears to be lucid and correct—the 
information full and clear, on all the 
subjects which it professes to treat.— 
Many useful tables are inter spersed or 
annexed, aud we have no doubt it will 
contribute much to disseminate and ex- 
tend a correct knowledge of the law, 
and would do honor even to an author 
wholly devoted to literature and legal 
studies. 
a a 

The total number of Revolutionary 
Pensioners is 13,127—half pay pen- 
sioners 2918—invalid pensioners 3743 
—who receive half pay for five years 
in lieu of bounty lands 202—total 
number of United States’ pensioners 
19,920, and the amount paid them is 
$2,556,388, 
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GOFFE AND WHALLEY. 

It must be well known to most. 
our readers that about the middle 
the 17th century, a revolution too 
place in England which shook th 
British throne to its foundation, ove 
turned all the pretensions of royalty 
brought the reigning monarch Chark 
l. to the block, and gave a dead! 
wound to the slavish doctrine of th 
divine right of kings. And it must b™ 
as well known that the parliament-aft 
a successful struggle for liberty abuse 
its first principles, and exercised 
despotic governwent as that they haf 
overturned, till Cromwell seized tl 
reigns, divested them of their powe 
and under the flattering title of Pro 
tector, exercised a power more abs 
lute than any sovereign who has sinc. 
filled the British throne. But sho 
indeed was the term of all their great 
ness. The sceptre fell from the nerv 
less arm of the son of Cromwell an 
Charles Il. was firmly seated on thi 
throne which had been stained by tl 
biéod of his father. His accession t 
the throne was a certain precurso 
of the destruction of those who ha 
been most active in the late comma 
tions, and among these, the judges wh 
had set at the trial of Charles I, he! 
a conspicuous rank; and were single’ 
out as the subjects of exemplary vei 
geance. Several were seized and tri 
at the Old Bailey and promptly exe 
cuted, others escaped from the kin; 
dom and two of them viz. Edmun 
Whalley who had served as a Maj 
General, and William Goffe, who ha 
served as a Brigadier General | 
Cromwell’s army, allured no doubt bi 
the republican spirit of New-Englan‘ 
bent their course hither, and arriveg. 
at Boston, in July, 1660. 

They were well received by Gor 
Endicott and the principal gentleme 
of the town, and resided some time 
Cambridge. On learning that sever: 
of the judges shad been condemned an 
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executed in England, the Governor 
—f;ssembled a court of assistants, to con- 
ult on measures for apprehending the 
ugitives, but a majority would not 
onsent to the measure. Finding them- 
elves unsafe at Cambridge they pro- 
eeded to Hartford, and thence to 
New Haven, where they arrived March 
aly , 1661, and lodged at the house of 
ot i he Rev. Mr. Davenport. ‘The king’s 
‘dM oclamation for their apprehension 
\\fvas soon after received at Boston, and 
(ihe Governor issued his warrant for 
ultiat purpose, and a slight search was 
'4iyade through the towns in the pro- 
1 ince, but they were now safe among 
hafieir friends at New Haven. The 
overnor of Massachusetts received a 
p, poy mandate requiring their appre- 
‘Hension, with intimation of displeasure 
bsdtt their friendly reception in Boston, 
1 CWhich alarmed the Governor and others 
sho#,: their own safety, and produced a 
'e‘fhore thorough search. The judges 
PVG the mean time apprized by their 
| 20Biends of every movement retired to 
th ilford, but at night were often at 
y New Haven. At length two English 
on erchants, Kellond and Kirk, both 
u"Sfealous royalists,received a commission 
ha » go through the colonies in search of 
ntGhem, and with the reluctant aid of the 
'Wiiticers of government searched New 
helfaven. 
ig!" Seasonably informed of every plan, 
Yee fugitives secreted themselves in 
tr1farious places about New Haven, first 
©X4t a mill, afterwards in a natural cave 
king: West Rock, exposed to great dan- 
ve er from Indians and wild beasts,—a 
“huge catamount with blazing eyes 
> halnd furious jaws actually thrust his 
al ead into the cave, and gave a horrible 
bt Dhow! as they lay on their hard couch, 
sland departed without further molesta- 
Tive on.” 
After remaining in the vicinity of 
ew Haven three years and seven 
lohths, as it had become too well 
own that they were in that region, 
ey resolved on a removal to a dis- 
nt part of wn and prepara- 
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tions were made by their friends for 
their reception at the house of the 
Rev. Mr. Russell, of Hadley, then a 
new town on Connecticut river in the 
state of Massachusatts, for which place 
they set out Oct. 13, 1664, travelling 
only in the night, they arrived safely 
after a tedious journey of 100 miles. 

The house was on the main street 
near the centre of the village, the east 
chamber of which was their residence, 
from which a door opened into a closet 
back of the chimney, whence a secret 
trap door opened into an under closet, 
from which was a private passage to 
the cellar ; towhich they could descend 
in case of search. In this seclusion un- 
known to all the people of the town 
except Mr. Russell’s family, Peter 
Tilton, Esq. and a Mr. Smith, and 
unknown to all the world except a 
very few confidential friends, they re- 
sided more than 15 years in this resi- 
dence. Whalley who was an aged man 
and father in law to Goffe, died, and 
was buried in the cellar. 

Here also another of their former 
companions in prosperity, and now in 
adversity, joined them, and remained 
some time. This was Col. Jehn Dix- 
well, he was also one of the judges 
and obnoxious to the same penalties; 
he left Hadley and wandered over the 
country, settled at length under the 
assumed name of Davids‘at New Ha- 
ven, where he married and left several 
children. It was not known that he 
had fled to America, nor was his real 
name and character made known till 
after his death. He was buried eat 
New Haven and his grave stone which 
is often visited as a curiosity, has this 
inscription, “J. D. Esq. deceased 
March 18th, in the 82 year of his age, 
1688-9.” Mr. Tilton was a man of 
note, a member of the general court, 
and by him donations from their friends 
were transinitted to Hadley. Richard 
Saltonstall who was in the secret sent 
them 50 pounds, and they correspond- 
ed with, and received: donations from 
their wives in England, through their 
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secret friends. Goffe wrote to his wife 
under the feigned name of Walter 
Goldsmith, but his letters were so 
written that none but those in the 
secret could comprehend them. 

Soon after the death of Whalley, 
Goffe left Hadley, and no certain ac- 
count of him was ever obtained, it was 
rumored however, that he lived in ob- 
scurity at cr near New York, and sup- 
ported himself by carrying vegetables 
to market. 

The story of the unfortunate men 
exhibits a striking instance of the in- 
stability of worldly greatness—at one 
period of their lives they sat in judg- 
ment on the king of England, at anoth- 
er reduced below the possibility of en- 
joying the common blessings of light 
and air, hunted as criminals and every 
hour exposed to the hand of the exe- 
cutioner. 

The faithfulness of their friends ex- 
hibits the American character in a new 
and pleasing light. These people who 
would have pursued an assassin or a 
robber to the ends of the earth, had 
no idea but that the judges while pos- 
sessed of sovereign power, had as good 
aright to condemn and execute a king 
who had violated their rights, as a 
king had to execute thieves and trai- 
tors; they believed these unfortunate 
men, had conscientiously defended the 

rights of British subjects, and therefore 
neither the fear of punishment nor the 
hope of reward, could tempt them to 
viola‘e the confidence reposed in them. 
Confiding in such friends they were 

safe, even while Hadley was the head 
quarters ofa British army, during the 
French war. All the vigilance of 
ihe satelites of royalty, could never 
discover their retreat, nor was it known 
till death bad removed them beyond 


the power of any humanarm. 
———— 


CAUTION. 

We have ever entertained the most 
unbounded confidence in the wisdom 
aud integrity of our pomeagg , but some 
very surprising verdicts of late have 



















awakened a degree of alarm, whethe 
we had not already let fall some iy 
advertent observation or asked son 
question, for which our property wa 
liable to be transferred to some of o 
nighbours. -When the editor of tl 
Newburyport Herald, a gentleman qt 
great candor and moderation, “an 
whose paper has always been remar 
able for decency, and respect for pe 
sonal character, looses what may 
considered as a small estate for aski 
a few questions, our yankee que 
tioners must be on their guard; an 
above all, editors must look to thei 
pockets. We do net pretend to sa 
that the courts and justices have acte 
erroneously, as we did not hear th 
trials, but according to the best aqeng 
counts we have been able to collecqt 
we believe the same measure whic 
has been dealt out in some cases i 
this county, if applied to all our buggru: 
tongues and pens, would make great@sel 
changes in property than any Missigsuy 
sippi or South Sea scheme that ws 
ever invented, and if that freedom ¢ 
speech which has been thought to 

our birth right, continues to be used aful 
heretofore, ‘and justice should be adi 
ministered according to these prec 
dents, the safety of estates will requi 
insurance against the verdicts of jurte 
much more than against fire and wate! 
IXxcessive fines like other excessiv 
punishments tend to defeat the obje 
they have professedly in view—viz. th 
prevention of transgression. Men tak 
a prudent care to save fifty or a hu 
dred dollars, but when their who! 
estate depends on the throw of a dic 
a slip of the tongue, or a stroke of tl 
pen, then it becomes precarious an 
worthless. When jurors reflect on 1! 
labour of earning a single dollar, the 
must pause ere they consent to be tl 
instrument of wresting them from the 
fellow citizens by hundreds and thot 
sands, especially when they are prqfo' 
vented by any quirk of the law froon 
examining the whole merits of thu 
case. a 
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MERRIMACK. ACADEMY. 

The summer establishment of this 
institution will commence on the first 
Vednesday in May, with such regula- 
ions and improvements as experience | 
as suggested. ‘The trustees have in- 
stituted and made effectual arrange- 
nents, for the delivery of a weekly 
ecture upon some of the most impor- 
ant branches of education, among 
shich will be consdered Theology, Nat- 
raland Moral Philosophy, Astronomy, 
Rhetoric and school keeping, the dat- 
er will be particularly attended to, 
oth in the stated instruction of the 
preceptor, and will also be the subject 
of a course of lectures. Several gen- 
lemen in the neighboring towns have 
ngaged their assistance in carrying 
into effect tuis part of the arrange- 

ents. ‘There is a probability of some 
hange in the instructors but as the 
rustees are ready to pledge them- 
selves that any vacancy will be promptly 
supplied, they have not thought ne- 
essary to delay announcing their in- 
tention of continuing their course, and 
making renewed exertions for its use- 
fulness. ‘The female apartment will 
also proceed as usual with instruction 
n all the solid branches commonly 
aught in similar institutions together 
ith painting, drawing and the con- 

struction of maps and charts. 

Tuition will be $3 a quarter—but 
ree to the beneficiaries of charitable 
societies, and such other as the trus- 
ees may tiak peculiar objects of 
charity. 

Board in the neighborhood will be 
rom $1,25 to $1,50 per week and 

suitable places provided on application 


o the officers of the institution. 
— >——-- 


We do not announce as news, but 
s a subject of melancholy record, that 
be Hon. Joun Brooks, late governor 
f this commonwealth closed his long 
od useful life at his seat in Medford, 
on the Ist of March. We intend some 
urther notice of his life and character 
in our future numbers. 
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SUN MARY. 


Two beautiful silver vases have been 
presented by the merchants of Pearl 
street, New York, to His Excellen- 
cy De Witt Clinton, in testimony of 
their gratitude for his public services. 
They cost $3500, and are considered 
as highly finished specimens of taste 
and skill,the form of them is copied 
from the celebrated antique vase found 
among the ruins of the villa of Adrian 
and now in possession of the Earl of 


Warwick. 





Messrs. Wells and Lilly have just 
published the second volume of a his- 
tory of Massachusetts by Alden Brad- 
ford, Esq. late secretary of the com- 
monwealth. 


The whole number of passengers 
arrived in the United States during the 
year ending Sept. 30th, was 9560. 


In January last an explosion of a 
coal mine at Middleton, Eng. killed 23 
workmen on the spot and wounded 
several others. 


The following notice goes far to 
show Gen. Hull has succeeded against 
all probability, in throwing off the 
weight of ignominy with which it was 
found expedient to load him during the 
late war :— Gen. Hull received a 
letter from Gen. La Fayette, dated 
Camden, 8. C. the 9th inst. when he 
was proceeding rapidly through South 
Carolina in good health. 


It is estimated on official data that 
the tolls on the New York canals will 
amount to the sum of $1,000,000 per 
ann. in 1836. 


Rail Roads seem to be a prominent 
subject in most of the public papers— 
any person possessing the information 
will gratify the public by giving a par- 
ticular description of their construction. 
















Capt. Ebenezer Church, of Little 
Compton, R. I. completed his hun- 
dredth year the 5th of February, is 
now in goed health, was never confin- 
ed to his house by sickvess but one 
week, and that in childhood—has 
mowed on his farm 85 years in suc- 
cession. 











AGRICULTURE. 


PRUNING TREES: 

As this is the season for this labor, we had 
just assumed the pen to digest something from 
the very contradictory opinions which have 
been advanced of late,when the following let- 
ter came to hand, and met our views so far, 


that we substitute it for any observations of our 
own 





Essex County, March 15, 1825. 
Sin—lI perceive there is great vari- 
ety in the opinions of your correspon- 
dents on the subject of pruning fruit 
trees, both in respect to the manner 
and the time. And when farmers dis- 
agree on this subject who shall decide? 
When a person comes in possession of 
ao orchard, already advanced in age 
and in the size of the trees which 
have been neglected, there may be 
some difficulty perhaps in decidin 
when he shall and how he shall pro- 
ceed. But asa general rule, I believe 
J could give sufficient history to con- 
vince any one that excepting extreme 
cases, large branches should not be 
taken off. If the top of the tree is 
too thick, it must be remedied by 
thinning it in the small branches. If 
the tree be misshapen, it must be 
borne with as what cannot, in many 
cases, be remedied without great ulti- 
mate injury to the tree. But when a 
man commences with an orchard, I 
am disposed to believe, occasion 
should never be given for asking the 
question, in what month or season of 
the year the pruning should be per- 
formed. Nor will it, as I suppose, be 
of any importance when it is done.— 
It is a kind of every day work, to be 


attended to when a man is among his: 


trees, and to be performed as often as 
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there is discovered a superfluous 
ill shaped branch starting forth. 

If an orchard is not large all will bi in 
performed in this way, without an i 
dustrious individual’s knowing that | 
has really passed a day in this work. 
If large, it may be necessary, once 
fortnight or so, to make it a real s 
business for which arrangements mu 
be made in the plan of work. And 
person who will do this, will find ju 
as much occasion to enter into all th 
discussions before the public, as h 
would to know what month or seaso 
of the year his cattle should be cu 
ried, or his own head combed or bear 
trimmed. And he would have just a 
much need of a remedy to heal th 
wounds caused by the cutting o 
the branches, as he would to he: bai 
the places from which the few hai Pd 
this operation would take from hi 
self or cattle; and I venture to sa 
but little more. I speak not from th 
ory only, but from practice. 

I prune indifferently, at all season 
of the year, whenever I see occasio a 
and feel disposed; and as most of mf, 
trees are where I can see them fr 
quently, the manuer and time of thei 
healing is a frequent and often everf 
day subject of observation. And 
must say that I think it of very sm 
consequence at what time a limb iF 
taken off. But I cannot say the sam 
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in respect to the manner. This, 
the branch is no longer than the fingeyP< 
sin 





isof great importance. ‘I'he smooth 
er the better. It is easy to perceive #P 
great difference, at the time of healing’ 
between one left as cut with the sawgP® 
and one made smooth with some sharj'S 
instrument. The greatest difficult#™ 
lies in the upper part of the brancliP'* 
from which the limb cut off is taken# ‘ 
It is no eagy thing, in many cases, tqf™ 
get the wood removed there sufficiently" 
low and deep as to permit the bark te le 
form readily and quickly over it; andy" 
yet if this be not done, itis next taf? 
impossible to prevent the tree fronf" 
suffering injury, when the branch re 

moved is of considexable size. I losif™ 
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several very fine trees before I observ- 
ed this, and had more greatly injured. 
Time spent in guarding against these 
evils is well spent. But enough—You 
‘ill do with this as your own judgment 
idirects. 
Yours, with 


great regard, P. 





a 


RELIGIOUS. 


PALESTINE 


The Catholics in Palestine violently 
oppose the efforts made to circulate 
the Scriptures. In July last, an an- 
athema was issued, by the most influ- 
ential of the Catholic Patriarchs of 
that country, against those who should 
listribute them. Next came letters 
rom the Propaganda at Rome, ex- 








MISSION. 


[pressing strong disapprobation, that an 


old Catholic college had been let, for 
five years to “the Bible-men.” This 
vas the one hired by Mr. Way, of 
vhich mention has been made in the 
ferald. Last of all came a Firman 
from the Grand Seignor at Constanti- 
nople, forbidding the sale of Bibles, 
ic. in his dominions. ‘The missiona- 
ies are quite sure that this was obtain- 
ed wholly through Catholic influence. 
t first, it alarmed them very much. 
hey were fearful that it would put a 
stop, for some time, to the distvibution 
f the Scriptures. But, since they 
1ave seen how the local authorities 
eem to understand it, and especially 
since they have remarked with what 
apathy the Turks regard it their hopes 
iave revived, and they have strong ex- 
pectations of soon proceeding in their 
vork as usual. Their greatest, we 
ight almost say, their only, apprehei:- 
ions, are from the adherents of the 
ope of Rome.—It is obvious to re- 
nark, that the protestant Missionaries 
n Palestine must have exerted, no lit- 
le influence on the side of truth and 
iety, before so much hostility in the 
enemies of both, could have been ex- 
ited by their christian exertions. 
Mr. Firk’s health during the warm 
1onths of the last summer was feeble. 





MERRIMACK MAGAZINE. 





61 


He had not recovered from the effects 
of the fever, with which he was afflict- 
ed at Jerusalem. It may be hoped, 
however, that a kind providence spar- 
ed his life till the autumn, in which 
case, being relieved from the debilitat- 
ing influence of extreme heat, he 
would be likely to recover strength. 
The other missionaries were all well 
at the latest dates, and were earnestly 
desirous of more laborers. They par- 
ticularly specify two married mission- 
aries, in order that the stations of 
Beprootand Jerusalem may be proper- 
ly occupiod—two unmarried mission- 
aries, whose duty it shall be to travel 
—and a physician, of whose probable 
usefulness the missionaries have raised 
expectations.—Miss. Herald. 


re 


Reval in Ceylon. 


During this very interesting season 
of special attention to religion, not less 
than 150 persons, at all the five stations 
manifested more or less concern for 
their souls. It was, however, with the 
revival in Ceylon, as it is with revi- 
vals in our own land; a part only of 
those whose attention is excited, whose 
fears are roused, really repent of sin, 
and believe in Christ. 

The number of those at the several 
stations, who in the judgment of chris- 
tian charity, gave, in March last, some 
evidence of a change of heart, are as 
follows : 





At Tillapally, about 15 
At Ooodooville, 12 
At Manepy, 12 
At Panditeripo, 20 
At Batticotta, 10 

Total, 69 


But as many of these are quite 
young, as the native character, owing 
to the operation of various causes is 
not remarkable for firmness, and as 
peculiar temptations and dangers are 
always present, the missionaries re- 
joice with much trembling. Still, as 
the former converts from-among_ the 
boarding scholars have, in general sus- 
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tained a good christian character, 
though their age and circumstances 
were the same, strong hopes may be 
indulged respecting the subjects of this 
revival. ‘lhe churches should re- 
member them at the throne of grace. 
GENERAL REMARKS. 

The revival of religion in Ceylon 
is another instauce, to be added to the 
thousands which have been witnessed 
since the days of the Apostles, of the 
success attending missions to the hea- 
then. Hereis success of the most an- 
imating nature: a success experienced 
in circumstances like those which exist, 
or which may be produced, with divine 
aid, in a greater or less degree, in al- 
most every unevangelized nation. 

A number of missionaries take up 
their abode among an ignorant, de- 
graded, idolatrous multitude, learn 
their language, and seek every oppor- 
tunity to inculcate a knowledge of the 
true God. ‘They preach, hold conver- 
sations, and distribute the scriptures 
and religious tracts. Among the chil- 
dren they establish schools. — Not less 
than 2000 are taught the rudiments 
of learning, and the simple truths of 
christianity. From these, the more 
promising youths are selected ; are re- 
ceived into the families of the mission- 
aries; are supported by benefactors 
in this country ; are exposed to fewer 
demoralizing influences, than others 
of their countrymen, and enjoy pe- 


cullar opportunities for acquiring 
knowledge. 


Among these boarding scholars, in 
number about 200, the Spirit of God 
seems chiefly to have operated. The 
missionaries indulge the hope—vary- 
ing in degree with respect to different 
individuals—that more than one third 
of these scholars have become pious. 

This isa grand result. And how 
was it brought about? While the mis- 
sionaries are all men of finished edu- 
cation, and would be respected for 
their talents and attainments in any so- 
ciety of men, they imitate in .their 
mode of operating on heathen minds, 
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the great Apostles of the Gentiles whihre 
“determined to know nothing exfoli: 
cept Jesus Christ, and him crucified rg 
and preached “ not with enticing word&nd 
of man’s wisdom, but in demonstrafyay 
tion of the Spirit and of power.” Bye: 
Cor. ii, 4. No parade was made @rat 
human learning. Philosophy had nfyhe 
agency. ‘The grand result was profpet 
duced by the simple inculcation uf relat 
ligious truth—by the simple mean§pir 
which are used by all evangelical misfour 
sionaries, at every missionary statlogyjt 
in the world. . en 
If similar causes are in operatiogtry 
among other nations, why may ndfal 
similar effects be anticipated. Huffsla 
man nature is modified only by Cithelj 
cumstances, and is every where subfhe 
stantially the same. More laboriou pp 
exertions, and a longer time, may b ap 
necessary in one place, than in anothkee 
er; but what has been experience(\a 
in Ceylon, may occur in any othefs q 
portion of the heathen world. my 
Among the liberated slaves in Westkn¢ 
ern Africa, similar effects have beedgpt< 
witnessed. Ignorant, degraded, wildin 
men, upon whom these varieties ofvh 
martial law were inefftectual,—thesdne 
has religious instruction enlightenedfea 
elevated, tamed ; and such transform ry 
ations of charaeter were wrought upo 
many, ai the same time, and in thq: 
same neighbourhood. In the Society § 
Islands, have arisen, from the samdp d 
causes, moral changes still more surppla 
prising. A whole nation seemed tqel 
yield to the dominion of christianity afim 
once. Among the Cherokee Indiansfhr 
also, similar causes have producedon 
similar effects. In this tribe, duringhar 
the year 1824, more than 50 nativegme 
were thought to have become pious. [ror 
Nor are these things peculiar to thqpor 
present time. In all ages, religion hagav 
been advanced chiefly by what arqple 
termed Revivals of Religion. Spirit#ak 
ual blessings when they came, descend-fa 
ed in abundance, like showers uporgei 
the earth. on 
The church of this age is probablyjso 
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Wh#reparing the way for great revivals of 
CxBeligion, in succeeding ages. ‘The 
ed,irge fields which are now broken up, 
Ordind sown with precious seed, may then 
Strafvave with a glorious harvest. When 
” Breachers, and bibles and tracts are 
le @cattered over India, for Instancey 
d nfvken the light of heavenly truth has 
profnet the eyes of the great mass of pop- 
' Téhlation in that country, then, public 
eampinion being moved from its ancient 
migfoundations, a mighty change will be 
llofvitnessed. We know not whiere the 
eneral revolt from the dominion of idol- 

atio try, will commence. But as it was in 
ndglaheite, in Fimeo, at the Sandwich 
Hufsiands, and in ancient nations, so, we 
Citbelieve, it will be in India. Perhaps 
subfhe fire will kindle in Ceylon, and pass 
‘10uhp peninsular India, to Bengal. Per- 
y bhhaps it will commence in Bengal, pro- 
othfeed over to Bombay, and down to 
nce(lape Comorin. But whenever there 
thefls a decided, general revolution, in any 
mportant district, the fact will be 
festknown, the influence will spread, far 
beefnto the neighboring regions. ‘ 'The 
wilkingdom of heaven is-like unto leaven, 
'S Ofvhich a woman took and hid in three 
hesqmeasures of meal until the whole was 
nedfeavened.” Matt. xiii, 33.—Mission- 


rmpry Herald. 


thd. METHOD IN SERMONIZING. 
ety. Some years ago this was carried to 


amdp degree which we can hardly contem- 
surplate now without a smile; so mar- 
1 tqvelously did the preacher of those 
ty aftimes fritter away his subject into 
ansghreds and scraps by multiplied divis- 
ice@ons and subdivisions. It must verily 
ringbave been adry process ; and not one 
ivegmemory in a hundred, 1 should think, 
is. fcould have borne off such a burden- 
thdpome load of particulars. But we are 
hagavoiding this error with a witness, in 
ar@plain terms, unless I am much mis- 
iritqlaken, we are running into an opposite 
sndjfad still more hurtful extreme. A 
jponsermon ought to be limited to some 

one principal subject, and to aim at 
ablyfsome one predominant impression ; 
H 
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and to this unity of subject and of ef- 
fect all its parts should be rendered 
subservient. It is not my meaning 
that a sermon should reject every thing 
like episode, or be pared down toa 
narrow and hard simplicity. I wish it 
not so much to resemble an obelisk of 
marble as a tree of the orchard, afilu- 
ent and lovely in its fruit. Nor dol 
insist that every subject proper fur the 
pulpit shall at all events be cut into 
divisions. But let us have ‘a para- 
mount theme, tending to one chief 
practical result. And as olten as the 
elucidation of the theme and_ the 
achievement of the result can be pro- 
moted by a division and arrangement 
of parts, let such division aud arrange- 
ment be made. And let the plan be 
announced too at the outset, so that all 
may be apprised of the track which 
we intend to pursue. So for as I am 
capable of judging, the human mind 
naturally craves, such a method. It 
sheds light and beauty on the process 
of the discussion while it is going on, 
and enables our memory to retrace 
profitably the road over which we have 
travelled. Instead of this we are get- 
ting more and more into a whimsical, 
or rather, as | conjecture, an indolent 
way of moving along, with scarcely 
any thing of unity, plan, or order.— 
We heap up our observations largely ; 
each one perliaps true and good in it- 
self, and not altogether void of rela- 
tion to the text: but combining into 
no symmetrical whole, nor leading to 
any one definite issue. Sometimes, 
too, when a plan has been handed out, 
it seems presently to be almost aban- 
doned and forgotten: the execution is 
marred by suffering the matter appro- 
priate to one part to run without any 
bonds of restraint into the territory of 
another. I have frequently, in my 
time, heard preaching of the character, 
here described. ‘The sermon might 
be full of valuable matter, and might 
embrace the stamina of several good 
sermons; but was neveriheless depriv- 
ed of most of its power by wanting a 
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unity of design aud a lucid order.— 
And after it had been closed a few 
hours I could no more recal it to mind 
than the details of a month old dream, 
or the shadowy events of my infant 
years. Would we cultivate those ele- 
ments of judgment and taste which are 
intrusted to us, I believe we might, 
without great difficulty,escape such ‘ab- 
berrations as these; and I cannot 
doubt that it is our bounden duty so 
to do. 

Permit me here to remark that near- 
ly or quite every thing which belongs 
to the advantageous dress of preach- 
ing, applies equally to that of the pub- 
lic prayers of the church. And in 
these, I apprehend, we witness rather 
less care, and consequently more im- 
perfection, than in any other of the 
exercises of the pulpit. 

[Lit. and Evan. Mag. 
CES) SES LA ROS 


POETRY. 


For the Merrimack MagaZine. 


THE CHRISTIAN’S HOPE. 

No more my soul on earthly hopes depend ; 
Extend thy thoughts to better worlds than this, 
This sacred day, (all earthly cares dispell’d) 
The mind can feast on aopes of heavenly bliss. 











Can an immortal soul, at first deriv’d 
From the Almighty breath of God most high, 
On earth find food to feed an heavenly mind, 
And wish an earthly immortality. 


No, but our duty bids us wait the hour 
in Heaven’s high councils fixed to call us 
home, 
Perform the work our maker has assign’d, 
With cheérful patience till the summons come, 


And humble thanks our feeble voices raise, 
To him who form’d all nature with his word, 
That earth abounds with precious gifts of 

heaven, 
To cheer the trav’ler in his dreary road. 


Yes, though errrounded here with care and 
pain, 
Sweet hope of purer joys, in brighter skies, 
Shall cheer our way, and all the joys of heav en, 
Burst on our sight when the bright morning 
a > Fe. 

Let heathen poets dress their wanton songs, 
Iuvoke their Muse, or gods of fabled race, 
Some christian inspiration guide my pen, 
To speak the matchless glories of the place. 
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Teach me the language of th’ Angelic host, 
In which they hymn their everiasting lays— 
Teach me the sweet employment of the place 
Their sglemn worship and their notes of praise 


Alas, confin’d to earth—no angel hand, 
With bigh commission from the eternal throne 
Must pass celestial gates, to publish here, 
Secrets confin’d to heaven’s high court alone, 


Then cease my soul nor breathe one anx 
ious wish, 
Since Jesus our fore runner ’s gone before, 
His sufferings lock the iron bars of death, 
And his ascension spreads the eternal door. 


He took our nature, and our weaknes 
knows, 
Ard will,when death’s cold hand arrests ou 
breath, 
Send sweet assurance to our sinking hearts, 
To sooth us in the ** dull cold hour of death.’ 


And a bright escort from the shining ranks 
We trust, thal cheer us through death’ 
gloomy vale, 
And give sweet foretaste of approaching bliss, 
Before celestial saints our entrance hail. 


Then leaving earth and sin and death behind. 
Reieased from sorrow, tronble, pain and woe 
May our full souls expand and feel that love, fj 
With which celestial breasts forever glow. 


Hark ! °tis the solemn notes of lasting praise 
From yon bright throng, salutes my ravish’¢ 
ears, 
Here sweet fruition of immortal bliss, 
Shall fill the boundless circle of our years. 


Angels of glory sweep the sounding strings 
Bright seraphs add fresh impulse to the sound 
While. heaven’s high az-ches, and responsive 

vaults, 
Re echo to the shining ranks around. 


Here our ascending Saviour fills his throne, 
In heaven exalted to his native power, 
Here would I fix my ever longing eyes, 
And wrapt in wonder, worship and adore. 


‘The just made perfect here shall end thei 
fears, 
In scenes of bliss shal] kindred spirits meet, 
Join their hosannas to the’ Eternal King, 


And sunk in transports, worship at his feet. 
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